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NEWS- we just heard recently of the serious accident to Ger
Doody and Ned McEvoy from Portlaoise in a new Eurostar at
Brno in the Czech Republic. Both have suffered extensive
injuries and are in hospital. They are partners in Ridge
Aviation-suppliers of the Eurostar & Sportscruiser aircraft-both
of which are at Coonagh. We wish them a speedy recovery.

FLY IN AUGUST 2017
All had a great day as we also were blessed with great weather
for a change! At one stage we had up to nearly seven aircraft
on approach-Limetree Flying Club complete fleet just
happened to drop in which kept air traffic controller Tom
Doyle busy indeed!

Pioneer 300 G-CGTL all the way from the UK who arrived just
before the two Van 7’s from Haverfordwest below.

This busy scene entitled ‘Ramp Chaos’ was featured on our
Facebook page and followers were asked to identify the make
and registration of as many aircraft in the photo in a
competition. There were nine aircraft and they areEI-CZA ATEC 200, EI-DDD Aeronca, EI-BRM Land Africa,
EI-FBY Citius, EI-FXW Skyranger Swift, EI-ICA Sikorsky
S92, EI-JPK Tecnam 2002, G-BSRY Hatz CB1, G-BECV RV7, G-JFRV RV-7.
And the winner was-Gerard Skally from Cork who won a
voucher Thanks to Harry Mc for organizing this. Also a very
BIG thanks to those who helped out on the day, most especially
Karen Burkley and her daughter who did Trojan work in the
clubhouse feeding everyone and anyone.

Two Welsh RV7s-regular visitors.
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Busy airfied, Coonagh, on the day! The rescue helicopter from
Shannon arrived too and the crew put on a very impressive
display for us all and then they invited all to inspect their very
impressive Sikorsky S92 at close quarters.A very special thank
you to them for attending our fly-in and they are always
welcome anytime.

Classy RV 7 G-RVBI based in Devon came all the way too!
We will have to head out there next year-who’s on?

Rescue115 departing to Shannon-thanks again.

Heading home to Haverdfordwest-our friends from
Pembrokeshire Flying Club-great supporters of our fly-in.

Donegal based Pipistral EI-FEJ

Let’s hope that next year is as good as this year.

•

Christmas drinks party is to organised for the 2nd or 9th
of December-watch for email from Leah WallaceMembership Secretary.
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2017 Reno Air Race Recap

The 2017 National Championship Air Races, held in Reno,
Nevada were both exciting and frustrating for our team this
year. This year we decided to install new cylinders (a set
originally built for the Red Bull Air Race series) along with
12:1 compression pistons. We finished the engine work the
evening before we needed to disassemble and load the plane
into the trailer for the haul to Reno. Unfortunately, it was too
late to get in a test flight so we had to take a chance that it was
all going to work well. After an uneventful three-day drive to
Reno, I reassembled the Pitts. We passed the Tech Inspection
and put the first test flight on the plane on Saturday. The next
day we performed our FAA-required G-LOC laps and extra
practice time on the course. The following day (Monday) the
Biplanes qualified. We were ecstatic to see that we qualified 3rd
in the Biplane Gold division, running 8+ mph faster than 2016!
Heat races didn’t begin until Wednesday, and we had a great
first race, finishing 3rd.
It really felt good to be starting on the front row (versus the
back row in 2016). The Thursday Heat race was a back-andforth battle between our #3 Smokin’ Hot Pitts and Eric Zine’s
17 ‘Yellow Fever’ Pitts. Ultimately, we prevailed and finished
in 2nd place! Friday’s Heat race didn’t go as well. Immediately
after take-off I had a spark plug adaptor nearly blow out on the
no.4 cylinder, which caused an immediate loss of compression.

Coincidentally, the 2nd cylinder also revealed a clogged fuel
injector nozzle. That forced us into a ‘Mayday’ and I pitched
up while simultaneously manoeuvring off the course for the
emergency landing. Thankfully, we still had partial-power and
I was able to limp around for the landing. Our crew worked all
day and night to get the plane ready to go for the final Sunday
race. Thankfully, we had the benefit of a day off on Saturday
(the Silver and Bronze level races run on Saturday). We
performed a brief test flight on Saturday morning and were
very optimistic that the engine repairs we made would hold.
Sunday morning we were very excited that we seemed to be
making more power than before. Sadly, it didn’t work out, as I
took off and immediately felt a vibration and lack of power.
In the air, the Pitts would only turn 2500 rpm, which were 700
short of where we needed to be. That left no choice but another
“Mayday”. In 25 years and just under 13,000 hours of flying, I
had never had a Mayday. Now I had two in just two
consecutive races! Again, thankfully we still had partial power
and I limped back around for the emergency landing. After
landing, we discovered that one tip of the propeller had
delaminated and nearly lost the tip. Later investigation by the
propeller manufacturer (Catto Propellers) revealed a
manufacturing defect in the prop. They are now building us a
new custom prop at a deep discount. When the week was over,
we had finished 8th in the Gold, which is a great
accomplishment. We’ll be ready for 2018 more reliable and
even faster than before!
Sam Swift.
ILAS FLY-IN-Wexford
A truly classic aircraft the de Havilland DH.88 Comet at
Wexford, built in 1934 to fly in the England-Australia Air
Race, which it won.
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SUBCRIPTIONS 2018 – all you need to know!!
While we have not yet reached the end of 2017, from now on
we all have a tendency to start to look forward to what 2018
might bring. (I think Christmas advertising and dark cold
evenings do that to you). As far as we aviators are concerned
our main hopes are for less weather and technical disruption
when it comes to flight ops. Safe and frequent flights hours
follow next on the New Year wish list.
While James Flynn, David Fielding and their band of helpers
do their utmost to keep us flying (for which we are most
grateful) no one can control the Weather Gods unfortunately.
The first and very important administrative matter for 2018 is
the collection of subscriptions in a timely, efficient and
member friendly manner. The subs cover a lot of our fixed
overheads including upkeep and on-going improvement of the
airfield, clubhouse, OPS room and other facilities. It also
includes public liability insurance, local authority rates and
airfield licences.

The Ravens Aerobatic team approaching Croagh Patrick
Mayo in May.
……………………………………………………………

Now for the good news – the committee has agreed to hold
subscriptions for 2018 at the same level of the past few years.
However if you have not paid your subscription you cannot fly
an aircraft based at Coonagh.

Levels and payment options
There are two levels of subs for flying members:

Foynes Air Show

Ø
Ø

Full for those resident locally OR who are aircraft
owners - €300
Full for those who live overseas working for airlines €120

The full member sub is subject to a discount of €25 where and
when the sub is paid in full normally no later than 31st January.
However the committee recognises this is not always feasible
due to weather keeping people away from the airfield. So it
can be taken as read the discount applies if paid before 28th
February.
Members have a number of options available for payment of
subscriptions:
Ø
Ø
DC3 in nostalgic Aer Lingus colours in an elegant fly-past.

The most common is by personal visit to Coonagh and
paying by cash cheque or credit / debit card and
completion of a docket
In the event the member has a sufficiently large credit
on their account they may simply complete a docket
to authorise a deduction from their credit balance
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Ø
Ø

Complete an EFT from your own account to the
club’s bank account
The last is by completion of a monthly standing order
of €25.

If paying by EFT the account to which you may do so is as
follows:

IE06 AIBK 9355 1418 9685 25

New members:
If someone who has never been a member previously wishes to
join the club, the membership fee will be pro-rata with the
number of months left in the year. So if someone joins on 1st
July they will pay €150 for the remainder of the year whether
by upfront payment or by mandate.
Duty Pilots please note:

When making a payment by EFT, please ensure you insert your
“NAME” and “SUB” in sender’s message.
This way Finian Gaule and I can track and allocate the
payments.

As duty pilots you are most likely to be the first point of
contact for membership inquiries. Please familiarise yourself
with the contents of this article, a copy of which will be left in
OPS along with a supply of new mandates.

Incidentally this account can also be used for ad hoc payments
for flying, fuel and hangarage. We can facilitate a standing
order for your flying account if you so wish. Contact me for a
modified mandate form.

If you require clarity in regard to anything raised in this article,
please send me an email at harry.mcnamara@gmail.com

Standing Orders:

HARRY MCNAMARA

I will issue an updated standing order mandate to everyone by
email before Christmas. If you already have a standing order
in place THERE IS NO NEED to complete a fresh mandate.
They are open ended.

...................................................................................................

The new standing order can be used by members who wish to
change to the easy pay option from 1st January. I will need
these back by the 5th January to ensure the mandate is activated
in January. Most opt
to pay between the 1st and 15th of the month but it takes seven
working days to activate a new mandate.
The new mandates have been changed to ensure they are
subject to a minimum of twelve payments. We unfortunately
have had some newer members cancel their mandate after five
or six months and think they can reactivate it the following
year.
The original mandate must be posted to me or left in Ops for
the attention of Leah, Finian or me. Banks will not accept a
copy.
Final observation it to say that the committee have been
delighted with the uptake of the monthly standing order option
having first introduced the concept in September 2014.
Currently about one third of the membership avails of this
facility. I administer and monitor this. If on the rare occasion
someone misses a payment they will get a polite but friendly
reminder from me. They can complete a manual payment for
the missed month.

Safe Flying in 2018!

EAA Chapter 1597 Meeting November 7th 2017
Ladies and Gents.
Just wanted to inform you that our next Chapter 1597 event is
due to take place on Tuesday 7th November 2017.
Topic:
Review
Speaker:
Location:
Date:
Time:

Engine Maintenance & Aircraft Systems
David Fielding
Coonagh Airfield
Tuesday November 7th 2017
7:30pm

This will be different to our other sessions, in that it will be a
“hands on” session in the hangar under the cowling and in the
aircraft. As we all know, it is a mandatory part of obtaining our
PPL that we learn about aircraft systems etc.
However most of us never look at that information again once
we have finished ground school and passed the flight test. This
session presents a great opportunity for those of you who need
hands on refresher on all things Engine and Aircraft Systems.
Dave will cover some items on maintenance also, just to give
everyone a general review on oil checks, changes, spark plugs
etc. As is usual with all presenters, Dave will put in a lot of
effort to prepare for the session... so please ensure that you
support Dave and the chapter by attending on the evening.
We will sojourn to the Woodfield for cleansing ale afterwards.
Gerry Ryan
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