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without a prop. LFC is due a 200-hour check and its

RESCUE 116- It is with great sadness that we have
watched the tragic circumstances in the loss of the crew
of Rescue 116 off the coast and express our deepest
sympathies to the families involved and to all the crews
of CHC-The Irish Coastguard who carry out such heroic
work on a daily basis. Let us hope that the two remaining
crewmembers will be found soon.

ARC anyway which we hope to complete in the next
week or two. While we are waiting to hear about the
damaged prop we have ordered two new ones in
case it needs to be replaced and these are due to
arrive any day now. This means we will also have a
spare for EI-JPK, which is important because the
lead-time on new props is over two months, which is
more downtime than we would like at this time of
year. So we hope this will help ensure that we have
both Tecnams fully serviceable throughout the
summer.

………………………………………………
FROM THE CHAIR-Another AGM has come and
gone at Limerick Flying Club and a new committee
is now in place for 2017. In addition to the existing
committee members who are remaining on we also
warmly welcome Leah Wallace to the team. Leah
approached the committee and volunteered to join
and we are delighted to accept her nomination. She
has enthusiastically embraced the role of
membership secretary and we wish her the best of
luck in that role. This brings the committee to its full
complement of seven members for the first time in a
number of years, which is great to see. The
committee meets formally on the 2nd Wednesday of
every month but there are also regular informal
meetings as well.
For me, as this is my first article "from the chair" I'd
like to say thank you to all of the members for their
continued support for the committee and for
supporting me in my role as chairman. I'd like to
sincerely thank Joe Sullivan for his sterling work as
chairman for the last three years. The club is in
great shape financially and in every other way and
has never looked better. We have a well
maintained fleet of training aircraft, a solid instructor
panel, a strong base of members both students and
PPLs and great facilities. It's really great for me to
be part of such a cohesive team that works so well
together.
In terms of aircraft the prop on one of the Tecnams
suffered some damage and has had to be removed
and sent away for assessment to see if it can be
repaired or replaced. As a result EI-LFC is down

Spring is well under way in Coonagh and we have
had a nice run of weather the last few weeks. To be
ready for the flying season we have done some
badly needed repairs and renovations to the
clubhouse-many thanks to Foncy for organizing
these, new floor and seating looks great as does the
new paint on the doors and gravel at side of
clubhouse, and at the front entrance. Grass cutting
has already begun and a new roster for grass
cutting throughout the year will be published shortly.
If you would like to get involved please drop a line to
Gerry Ryan or myself.
Finally, I'd like to remind members that Coonagh
Airfield is 70 years old this year. We have our
annual fly-in dates booked for 12th and 13th August
and this date has been circulated to flyinginireland
and a number of other clubs. We would like to
make this year's event a very memorable one given
the special anniversary. Right now the consensus
seems to be that we should hold our evening event
at an external venue such as the Woodfield as we
did last year since this allows members to relax and
enjoy themselves and is nicer for partners and
friends as well. We will still have the daytime
activities, BBQ, etc. at the field. If anyone has any
other suggestions or would like to get involved in
organizing this year's events please do get in touch.

Mark Burkley
Chairman, LFC
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COMMITTEE 2017ChairmanMark Burkley
Secretary/Newsletter//Pooleys- Foncy Hobbins
TreasurerFinian Gaule
Company Sec/Funds
Harry McNamara
Membership Secretary
Leah Wallace
Airfield/FacilitiesBrian Doyle
Safety/InspectionsJoe Sullivan

CHARTSIf you need any Irish charts contact Ordnance Survey
awww.osi.ie/products/professionalmapping/aeronautical-charts/ The current chart is dated
2013 but word has it that a new one is due so might be
worth checking with them before ordering.
……………………………………………………….

FOR SALE- David Clark H10.40 Headset, almost
new with case for €250.
Contact Jim Keane085-2445555/jameskeane@eircom.net

COONAGH VISITOR

……………………………………………………….
Classic Aircraft Stamps 1997

This rare German machine, a Bolkow Monsun Bo209
paid us a visit recently and is indeed an unusual twoseater, with a160hp Lycoming engine, cruising speed of
150mph, range 745 miles and an endurance of 5 hours.
Just over a hundred were built and this one is based in
Co. Meath.
(Photo: F.Gaule)
……………………………………………………………
GASCI- The General Aviation Safety Council Ireland
held a very interesting seminar at the Greenhills Hotel,
Limerick on 5th April and many familiar faces attended.
The theme was ‘Saving lives in general aviation through
education’ and some very thought provoking videos were
shown.
Check out GASCI’s website which has excellent
information on all aspects of flight safetygasci.weebly.co

Issued by United States on July 19,1997 representing
fifty years of flight in America.
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This article is written by Michael Kirwan, an employee of the IAA at Shannon and a former member of LFC and is
reprinted here with the kind permission of the author and The Old Limerick Journal.
Author: Michael Kirwan
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Sad Day at Fairyhouse
Fairyhouse racecourse, near Rathoath, Co. Meath is one
of Ireland’s premier racecourses and holds the Irish
Grand National and Gold cup every year. It also holds
other events like Irish air Spectacular back 12th August
1984 and I just had to go! I booked Rallye EI-BDK, then
part of the fleet at the club and two other members joined
me on our flight east. I was looking forward to the
novelty of landing on a racecourse, a first for all of us but
also the gathering of pilots and enthusiasts like us and the
promise of an interesting show. On arrival we were
marshalled to our parking area and then directed across to
the public area opposite the parked aircraft. The weather
was fair and after lunch the show began.
I do remember the thunderous clap of the F-16 overhead
and the majestic sight of a Canadair Cl-44 freighter
surging by at a couple of hundred feet in almost silent
contrast. But I have never forgotten the next sight in front
of my eyes. The loudspeaker announced the arrival of a
Polish team of flyers fresh from a precision flying
competition the day before. They were very experienced
pilots and I watched as they taxied out in front of us,
clicking my camera at these most unusual aircraft, PZl104 Wilgas. They looked strange and ungainly almost, on
their spindly undercarriage as they lined up for a
formation take-off. They were built in Poland and were
designed as STOL aircraft for crop dusting, glider towing
and parachuting. A PZL 220 hp engine powers it and
many versions were produced, up to a thousand built. We
all waited for the short field performance and they did not
disappoint!
They took-off and shortly returned for a low pass at a
hundred feet or so and as they climbed and banked left
SP-AFX suddenly stalled and spun in, hitting the ground
with a cracking sound. We all knew the pilot had died. I
remember clearly the stunned silence and what seemed to
be a delayed reaction. Flames appeared and were quickly
extinguished. Everything stopped and you just hoped that
the pilot was ok but he did not survive. He had come
sixth at the FAI World Precision Flying Competition in
1980.

I lost interest in the rest of the day and while the ‘show
must go on’ prevailed I just wanted to go home. We had
to wait for our slot later and as we flew home in ‘Delta
Kilo’ to Coonagh my mind was elsewhere in a bothered
place. What set out to be an exciting occasion ended up
being nothing more than a sad day at Fairyhouse.
……………………………………………………………
CONTRIBUTORSM.Kirwan,F.Hobbins,F.Gaule,M.Burkley
NEXT ISSUE 1 August 2017
Articles
The LFC Newsletter is published monthly, in the
first week of the month. All articles, letters, etc.
must reach the Editor at least two days before
distribution. All club members, and nonmembers who are interested in our club, or
flying, are invited to publish articles. Please
submit your article by email to
ajhobbins@gmail.com or
newsletter@limerickflyingclub.com or in person
or by post. They may on any subject you wish,
information, gossip, fun, logistics, or anything
else.
Disclaimer
The articles, opinions and ideas published in the
LFC Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views
of the Limerick Flying Club (Coonagh) Limited
Committee or its officers, who accept no liability for
the articles or for any statements made.
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