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HAPPY NEW YEAR to all members and safe
flying in 2017! Please check your membership
and renew if you have not yet paid. Also, please
let me know if you have changed any of your
contact details (e.g. mobile number/email
home address).
FH
……………………………………………………….

The brainchild of Gerry Ryan, The Experimental
Association Chapter 1597 Limerick offered these
introductory flights to young people at Ard Scoil
Ris, which was accepted with great enthusiasm by
teachers, students and parents alike. Thank you to
all-the pilots, instructors, and ‘ground crew’ who did
a very fine job of marshalling all the passengers!
Special thanks must go to Gerry& Orla Ryan, Leah,
Rev, Ned, Bob and others.

EAA YOUNG EAGLES- Sat 14 Nov ‘17
What a day it was! The weather even behaved for
what was without doubt one of the most exciting
days at Coonagh in a very long time when almost
thirty-five transition year students arrived our club
where they were given their boarding passes and
allotted a pilot and soon they were airborne in every
aircraft based at our club! Tecnams, Sportcruiser,
Citabria, Aeronca, Cessna 172, Samba, Luton all
took to the air and flew their excited passengers
around and over our city.
The whole event featured on TG4 and RTE Nuacht
and a fine segment by Rev on YouTube-have a look!
We hope this fine effort will pay off in the future
with some new members and budding pilots.
……………………………………………………….
NEW EAA CHAPTER 1597-Limerick
The Experimental Aviation Association (EAA) has
chapters all over the USA where aviation enthusiasts
gather on a monthly basis to talk flying and listen to
knowledgeable people giving presentations on
aviation related topics, from flying in other
countries, building your own aeroplane, rescue
operations and much more. Meetings of the
Limerick Chapter 1597 meet on the first Tuesday of
each month and if you are interested in joining
contact Gerry Ryan 086-220680
………………………………………………………
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Bad Mistake- J.Conneely
Looking through my log book I can see that the date
was the 22nd of June 1999. I was sitting in the Pilot
seat of EI-GWY and climbing out of Fatima Airport
in Portugal with a cold sweat of relief running down
my face. I had just gotten away with what could
have been the biggest mistake in my piloting
experience to-date. As I continued the climb out I
contemplated the consequences not only of the
possible injuries that could have resulted but also the
awful spectre of having damaged EI-GWY which at
that time was the first new C172 purchased by the
club and the pride and joy of all its members. The
thought of going home and trying to explain what
happened was somehow worse than the thought of
the possible injuries that could have resulted from
my misjudgement.
This was my second major expedition in EI-GWY.
The previous year I was accompanied by Des
Collins and Randal McNally on an epic journey that
took us down through France to Geneva, through the
Alps with stops in Florence, Rome, Naples, Salerno
and on to Malta before turning for home via
Sardinia, Menorca, and Bordeaux. This trip was to
be another major undertaking with a planned route
through France to Perigeaux, Barcelona, Ibiza,
Grenada, Malaga, Lisbon and home through Fatima,
Porto and Bordeaux. So with the experience gained
the year before and over nine hundred hours flying
hours of experience in the log I felt extremely
confident about the challenges that would arise. As it
turned out I was over confident but more about that
later.
My travelling companion for the first half of the trip
was Ronan Waters who at that time was a student
pilot. Ronan returned home on a commercial flight
at Malaga and once again I was joined by Randal
who came out on a commercial flight. As with the

previous trip we were accompanied by Richard
Mellotte and Pat Hogan who were travelling in EIBJO.

The trip went like a dream with the excitement of
flying to new destinations combined with the
friendly rivalry with the twins in ‘JO, craic, good
food and wine all adding to a great and unforgettable
experience. It was before our departure from Lisbon
for Fatima where the first in a series of errors was
made.
I new that it was important to gain a thorough
picture of the layout, frequencies, procedures and
status of any airport that we planned to land at. With
this in mind the Jeppesen VFR flight guide for
Fatima was consulted and I quickly saw that Fatima
was PPR (Prior Permission Required). So with the
weather checked ok and the flight plan filed I asked
the helpful lady in the flight planning office to dial
one of the numbers listed for Fatima. The phone
number rang out without answer for several minutes
before I suggested an alternative number. This and
two other numbers all went unanswered at which
point the friendly lady told me that many pilots go
without PPR and it was ok to proceed. I questioned
this but from my previous experience I had seen
many airfields where there was a relaxed approach
to procedure and this, combined with her
reassurance decided that I would go. (Mistake
number one.)
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The flight itself was uneventful and took us up
through the rugged mountains that dominate this part
of Portugal. Fatima is located very close to a
military base that is similar to the proximity of
Weston and Casement aerodromes. Permission from
the military to transit their airspace was granted and
upon leaving their frequency we found ourselves
almost in the overhead at Fatima. A call on the
Fatima frequency went unanswered so we decided to
call the nearby military for information. They
suggested that they could be gone to lunch so we
orbited overhead while retrying the Fatima
frequency. Once again there was no answer. At this
point we should have diverted to our alternative
which was Porto where Richard and Pat had already
landed. The reason we were branching off to Fatima
was that I had promised some relatives that I would
pick up some religious paraphernalia and when I
make a promise I don’t like to break it. So I decided
to land. (Mistake number two) Circling overhead I
could see that there was a small road or laneway
crossing the runway. On the road I saw a cyclist
pedalling happily along so I told Randal that his job
was to carefully watch the road left and right to
ensure that there was no traffic hazard. On short
finals he confirmed that there was no conflict so I
touched down on the runway threshold.
It was then that I saw it: there was a barely visible
wire fence with timber supports across the centre of
the relatively short runway and I had about one
hundredth of a second to decide whether to hit the
brakes very hard or give it full throttle. With no time
to figure it out instinct took over and went for the
throttle and have to say that we cleared the fence
with ease but to this day I still think that, had I not
seen the fence, the outcome could have been a lot
different. For me the biggest mistake of several was
taking the advice of the lady in the flight planning
office in Lisbon which is located over a hundred
miles from Fatima. If you think about it in an Irish
context it is like someone in Waterford advising that
it is ok to go to Sligo: a place she most likely never
visited and knew nothing about. The second major
mistake was related to a bout of get-home-itis:
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something that all pilots should know is dangerous. I
got away with it and have benefitted as a result and
hope that relating the experience will be of benefit to
others.
Jarlath Conneely.
Galway.
………………………………………………….........
•

RIP

We record the death of former member and pilot
Mike Kerrison who passed away on Thursday 11th.
January. We extend our sympathies to his family.

•

•

Also we remember Joe Collins, formerly of
Ormand Flying Club, Birr, Co.Offaly who
died a few weeks ago.
Gene Cernan, the last man on the moon
died 17th January 2017.

………………………………………………………………….

FILM REVIEW- ‘SULLY’ the film is well worth
viewing and tells the story of Chesley Sullenberger’s
decision to ditch his Airbus A320, US Airways Flight
1549 into the Hudson River in New York. It is very
accurate in the detail of the flight, crew and incident itself
and the subsequent accident investigation. Well worth a
look.The book-“Highest Duty’ is also out now and is
highly recommended.

………………………………………………………
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NEW RESIDENTFOR SALE- Pooleys Flight Equipment is available
at the club for items required. And includesLogbooks, Flight Manuals, Kneeboards, CRP1
computers, plotters, rulers and more. A brochure in
Ops room shows all. Contact Foncy Hobbins for
items required.
……………………………………………………….
ESERO (IRL)

New arrival at Coonagh on 5th January, a Hatz CB-1,
an American homebuilt biplane designed by John
Hatz, built by the Makelan Corporation, Texas.
Tandem, dual controlled two-seater with a 135hp
Lycoming O-320 engine. Member, Brian Doyle now
owns it-happy flying Brian!
……………………………………………………….
Visitor

Former resident at Coonagh, G-ASLX Emeraude
CP30 visited on 8th January. Now based at
Mullinahone, Co. Tipperary and owned by John
Reilly.

Three hundred primary school children from
Kildare, Limerick and Tipperary were invited to
L.I.T Limerick on the 24th January by the European
Space Education Resource Office Ireland, which is
affiliated to ESA to speak, live to astronaut Thomas
Pesquet on board the International Space Station
(ISS) on ‘Space in our everyday lives’. Pupils from
Portugal and Romania also were also involved. A
fascinating afternoon! (Ed.)
……………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………….
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LOCKHEED CONSTELLATIONS
Back in the 1940s Aerlinte was set up by Aer Lingus
to operate the transatlantic route. The aircraft of
choice were the Lockheed L-749 Constellations with
their distinct cigar shaped fuselage and tripletail.
When these arrived in Ireland in 1947, my late father
Patrick McNamara worked at Dublin Airport
(Collinstown back then) as a trainee accountant.
Somewhere along the way he was given a set of
photos taken by a professional photographer,
Charles Brown from Surrey. Many years ago as my
interest in aviation developed my father gave me the
photos. They have moved from house to house over
the past forty years rarely seeing the light of day.
That is until recently when I put them on Facebook.
Enjoy. These are reminders of a unique time in Irish
Aviation history and the embryonic days of Shannon
as a transatlantic hub. (H.McNamara)

Great memories there Harry, my favourite transport aircraft.
Flew in one in quite a while ago now! What a sound those
engines made!(Ed.)
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Goodbye Sheeba
Articles
The LFC Newsletter is published monthly, in the first
week of the month. All articles, letters, etc. must reach
the Editor at least two days before distribution. All club
members, and non-members who are interested in our
club, or flying, are invited to publish articles. Please
submit your article by email to
newsletter@limerickflyingclub.com or in person or by
post. They may on any subject you wish, information,
gossip, fun, logistics, or anything else.

Most of us who attend our club will be familiar with Ann’s
dog Sheeba who has passed on. She was almost an
honorary member of the Club. Sympathies to Ann.

Disclaimer
The articles, opinions and ideas published in the LFC
Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Limerick Flying Club (Coonagh) Limited Committee or
its officers, who accept no liability for the articles or for
any statements made.

ContributorsJarlaith Connery
Harry McNamara,
Sean Walsh

NEXT ISSUE- Ist May 2017
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