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SEVENTY YEARS!
COONAGH AIRFIELD came into being seventy years ago in
1947 when Shannon Aero Club established it’s base there and
all these years’ later planes are taking to the sky out of the very
same location just a very short distance from Limerick City.
So, we celebrate almost continuous flying and so many
members have qualified as private and indeed commercial
pilots while learning to fly with Limerick Flying Club which
formed here in 1971.
On the 50th Anniversary we celebrated the day and below is a
booklet, produced by David Ward for the occasion-

FLY-IN 12th AUGUST- BE THERE!
Our annual FLY-IN is on the above date and we hope our
members will attend and help out on the day-please contact
Harry McNamara if you want to help.
……………………………………………………………
YOUNG EAGLES FLIGHTS-Another very successful day
was organised in May by Gerry Ryan, Chief Guru of EAA
Chapter 1597 and a large group of students from Scoil Muire in
Corbally attended and all enjoyed themselves to the full as each
one experienced their first ever flight in a light aircraft. A
squadron of pilots assembled and Gerry’s team ran the show
like clockwork- a great day was had by all!

……………………………………………………….
Featured in this month’s issue of Sport Aviation.
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SEEN AT HAVERFORDWEST-May 2017

Air Ambulance King Air based here (photo: F.H)

New Sports-Cruiser on a visit to EGFE (photo: FH)
……………………………………………………..

MEMBER SURVEY- Our Membership Secretary, Leah
Wallace has sent all members an email requesting we all fill in
a survey form, from which it is hoped will provide useful
information on what members think of our club and maybe
provide interesting comments as to how well the club is
operating. Do take the time to complete and return-you might
even win a €50 voucher!

……………………………………………………………

Very nice Vans for sale! (Photo: F H)
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TELL A STORY/COMMENT- You must have one so
why not tell it? So far we have had a few from somenamely, Ciaran Conway, Harry McNamara, Mark
Burkley, Gerry Humphries,yours truly and a few
others. I need more so let’s have something-your
story can always be edited if needs be. Please send
photos/aricles to me at ajhobbins@gmail.com
……………………………………………………………
HumourO’Hare Approach Control to a 747:
“United 329 heavy, you traffic is a Fokker, one o’clock,
three miles, eastbound”. United 239: “Approach, I’ve
always wanted to say this-I’ve got the little Fokker in
sight”
One day the pilot of a Cherokee 180 was told to hold by
the tower to hold shortof the active runway for a DC8 on
finals. The DC8 landed, turned and taxied past the
Cherokee, one of the crew commenting-“what a cute little
plane, did you make ot all by yourself?” The Cherokee
pilot, not about to let the insult go by replied-“I made it out
of DC8 parts, another landing like yours and I’ll have
enough parts for another one!”
POOLEYS/ORDERS? - Stuart of Pooleys will be at Coonagh
on 21 AUGUST and if you require any maps, charts, and flight
equipment please let me know ASAP as I can place the order in
time.
The catalogue is in the Ops room at Coonagh so you can pick
your
items
from
that.
Contact
me
at
0879895488/ajhobbins@gmail.com
……………………………………………………….
Foynes Air Show-took place on Saturday 22nd July and the
weather behaved itself, which attracted a crowd od 30,00
approx. it was very well organised with a very efficient traffic
management plan which saw a fine parking area and all
attending by car were bussed to the centre of activity at the
port. All the participating aircraft operated from Shannon just
minutes away and some of the highlights wereThe Ravens, Aer Lingus DC3 and Catalina seaplane.
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PEBROKESHIRE FLYING CLUB-Flew three Vans
aircraft into Brittas Airfield for the Foynes Airshow and all
the crews enjoyed their first visit to Foynes for the
airshow-they brought the good weather with them.We
hope to see some of them for our Fly In in August.

John Fisher nready to depart to Haverfordwest from
Brittas.
...........................................................................................

Bray Air Show took place on the same weekend-anyone at
that? If so let’s have your comments.
...................................................................................
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Irish Airports and Airfields-Donegal(EIDL)
a long cross country flight, just make sure the weather
stays good as you do not want to be stranded all the way
up there. Enjoy the flight!
F Hobbins
………………………………………………………

photo:Irish Times.
Donegal Airport has been voted one of the world’s most
scenic airport landings as described by one voter as
follows-“There’s nothing more breathtaking than flying
over the rugged coastlne of Donegal. Awe-inspiring to
say the least. The rugged landscape transports to a time
long ago and much forgotten”. I would have to agree! My
th
first visit there was on the 4 June 1987 and as I lined up
on runway 03 for landing my eyes kept straying to the
beautiful scenery all around me. We had a great night
locally and I have always found the place welcoming and
friendly. A good hotel nearby is the Ostan Caisleain Oir
074-48113.

BALLYBOY(EIMH)- Is a fine grass strip just 2NM north
east of Athboy in the county of Meath. It has a long grass
runway, 11/29 of 600 metres which is always in excellent
condition. Tea&coffee is usually available in the
clubhouse and Avgas is available on site. The airfield is
also referred to as Athboy which is close by.The Annual
Fly In is held in June each year and worth a visit. Do ring
ahead and get prior permission from Bernard Cullen 0872563070, call ‘Ballyboy Radio on 118.550 and the
runway elevation is 230ftAMSL. This is a very well kept
airfield and definitely worth a visit.You can always drop in
to Clobollogue(EICL) or Birr(EIBR) in the way home. A
nice trip that!
FH
……………………………………………………………

DUTY ROSTER- Are you available to help out on
weekends by doing duty pilot? If you are a new or an
existing member your assistance is needed on Saturdays
& Sundays and it is only fair that all members share the
load on these days. Contact Revere Ricardson or Bob
Martin and they will add you to the list.

Their runway is all of 1496 metres, plenty of space for our
machines! Landing fees are modest and overnight we
parked on the grass-no charge for that as we picked up
fuel the following morning. A flight plan is required and a
most enjoyable route is Coonagh-SligoDonegal routing up over Killybegs and with a stop at
Sligo for the coffee! Glenties and Dunglow below and
give them a call on the R/T 129.800 for landing
instructions. A nice café in the terminal offers lunch. So,
do consider it as
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WALK ON THE MOON- JULY 1969
Buzz Aldrin who was due to speak in Cork recently
st
walked on the moon on July 21 1969 and here he is
testing out the lunar soil on that momentous day. Neil
Armstong and himself explored our nearest planet while
fellow astronaunt, Michael Collins circled the moon in the
command module, Columbia. See if you can spot Neil
Armstrong in Aldrin’s visor.

FIRST SOLO- CONGRATS to Oisin Tierney on his first
solo recently-a great day for him.
………………………………………………………………….

Happy bunch from Scoil Muire after their flights!

NEXT ISSUE- NOVEMBER
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